This book is a guide to the development of English syntax between the Old and Modern periods. Beginning with an overview of the main features of early English syntax, it gives a unified account of the grammatical changes occurring in the language during this period. Written by four leading experts in English historical syntax, the book demonstrates the ways in which syntactic change takes place and how these changes can be explained in terms of grammatical theory and language acquisition. The authors draw upon a wealth of empirical data and through a series of well-selected case studies they cover a wide range of topics including changes in word order, infinitival constructions and grammaticalization processes. This invaluable introduction to the significant changes in early English syntax will appeal to students and researchers in historical linguistics, theoretical linguistics and the history of English.
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Preface
In the course of the 1980s and 1990s, historical syntax in general, and English historical syntax in particular, developed into a thriving field of research. Much of the credit for this renaissance must go to the advent of sophisticated models of language variation and of linguistic theory. It is perhaps in the domain of syntax that modern theoretical work has most clearly sharpened the traditional questions of historical linguistics, leading to a surge of novel and interesting insights. Happily, this interest in theoretical questions has gone hand in hand with a continued interest in philological matters and, perhaps even more importantly, the creation of ever larger and more sophisticated computerized databases. For these reasons, it seems a particularly felicitous moment for a textbook to appear in which questions concerning the historical syntax of English are consistently addressed from the perspective of a model of syntactic theory.
The model of syntactic theory adopted in this book is the one known as the Principles and Parameters framework. This has important consequences for the way in which we view historical change. In the Principles and Parameters framework, the focus of investigation is the grammar internalized by the native speaker rather than the language output. Consequently, we will attempt throughout the book to make a distinction between language change and grammar change. In the first chapter, we outline the view of grammar change that we try to establish in the book, and set out our arguments and methodology for making the distinction between language change and grammar change. Chapters 2 and 3 are devoted to descriptive overviews of the most important features of the syntax of Old English and Middle English respectively. The remaining chapters are case studies emerging from our own ongoing research into Old and Middle English syntax. In each of these chapters, we present and discuss the relevant facts, giving a structured and critical appraisal of the results accomplished in work done on each case in the literature, substantially including our own research results cast from the perspective of grammar change. Thus, it is attempted in each chapter to strike a balance between theoretical argument and historical detail. vii The choice of topics was dictated by a simple consideration: we have tried to make a combination of those among our research topics that are currently of interest, and that would make a coherent book. The case study chapters contain, first of all, three chapters on closely related word order phenomena. Chapter 4 is on the position of the finite verb. In Old and Middle English, the position of the finite verb was determined by a rather complex version of the Verb-Second constraint that is a characteristic of most Germanic languages. This chapter gives a detailed discussion and analysis of this phenomenon and its loss. Chapter 5 is on another classic of word order: the loss of OV word orders. This is essentially about the position of the non-finite verb. It has often been observed that Old English had many OV orders, which were lost in Middle English: the chapter reviews the evidence and pursues an analysis in current theoretical terms. Chapter 6 is on verb-particle constructions, or the rise of phrasal verbs. For Old English particleϩ verb combinations, a good case can be made that the position of the particle corresponds rather precisely to that of the non-finite verb (in an OV order), whereas that of the verbal part follows the processes governing finite verb placement. Thus the chapter makes crucial use of the results of both chapters 4 and 5. With the general changes in word order as treated in chapters 4 and 5, the verb-particle combinations came to be reanalysed as fixed lexical constructs. Chapters 7 and 8 are on developments in infinitival constructions. Chapter 7 is on the rise of infinitival constructions with a lexical subject, such as I believed him to be innocent. It is argued that an important factor in this development is the loss of OV word order as discussed in chapter 5. Chapter 8 is on the rise of the so-called easy to please construction, whose development is also closely interrelated with word order developments. Finally, chapter 9 is on two cases of grammaticalization in the history of English from the perspective of grammar change: the rise of periphrastic have to, as in I have to do my work; and the historical development of sentence negation. Contrary to much work on grammaticalization, it is argued in these case studies that our specific and theoretical notion of grammar change yields an interesting perspective for these cases.
This book aims at an audience consisting of advanced undergraduates and beginning graduate students. It is suitable as a textbook for a specialized undergraduate course, and lecturers and students alike should find it of help in delineating topics for research essays, and paving the way toward thesis research. Although we have attempted to clarify theoretical issues as they come up in the discussion, some background in the Principles and Parameters framework will make it easier to put the case studies in perspective. For individual use, the book should be of interest to both language historians and viii Preface theoreticians, and may be seen as a guided tour through the most relevant literature on the empirical topics under discussion.
We are grateful to Kluwer Academic Publishers and the editors of Neophilologus for permission to reprint the appendix on have to in chapter 9, and to Mouton de Gruyter for permission to use the appendix on infinitival constructions in chapter 7.
We owe a debt to several people, editors and kindred spirits in our quest for increased knowledge of and insight in the historical development of English. Judith Ayling, formerly of Cambridge University Press, initiated the project with us, and her efforts were later taken over by Kate Brett and Andrew Winnard. David Denison and Anthony Warner wrote encouraging referee reports in the early stages, which advanced the whole project a step. David Lightfoot has given us various rounds of comments which have helped considerably in sharpening the issues and tightening the discussion. Richard Hogg gave positive feedback on the whole manuscript. Finally, Liesbeth Visser provided student feedback on chapters 4 and 5.
